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200 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

In the beautiful American College for Girls, on the
heights of Scutari, Constantinople, Turkish girls,
as well as those of all nationalities of the Orient
and Franks, eagerly take advantage of the course,
and a few have graduated with honor. A far larger
number, however, are removed to the seclusion of
their homes as they approach maidenhood. On the
day when the first six girls from Moslem families
were received, more than one of them learned the
entire English alphabet. What a need for prayer
that the Spirit of God shall reach those receptive
young hearts from the very first day, in this and
every other Christian educational institution to
which Moslem girls turn their steps!” The most
tactful and consecrated work of their missionary or
native teachers must be done every day, for such
Turkish girls, whether in more elementary schools
or in colleges, inasmuch as the proverb of the coun-
try: “Either marry your daughter at sixteen or bury
her!”” is still very much in force beyond those lim-
ited districts where the influence of Western ideas
has availed to modify somewhat the old thought.
What they gain during the short time when they
may remain in school, must be the food of their
lives, in multitudes of instances,

We know the paucity of literature of all kinds in
Turkey, where government press regulations pro-
hibit any general output of publications; this, com-
bined with the very general poverty of the people,
makes many a home bookless, and the great major-
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