
xv'

A VOICE FROM BULGARIA

I RECEIVED some days ago your letter asking for

something upon the condition of Mohammedan

women in Bulgaria. My observation has been lim

ited, and I have not had opportunity to learn from

others what they had seen, except from our dear old

Fatima Hanum, for so many years a Bible woman

among Mohammedan women.

Bulgaria cannot be called Turkey. Indeed it is

much freer from Turkish influence than Egypt is.

There is a free intercourse also between Turkish,

Bulgarian, and Armenian women, which must influ

ence the home life and the views of the Moham

medan families. Most of them would be ashamed

to take more than one woman, and the Turkish

women are continually comparing their situation

and life with that of their Christian neighbors.

They are sad not to be able to read and write, and

they try to give their daughters a better education.

But as they see that their (orthodox) Bulgarian

neighbors care more for instruction than for religion

and real education, they, of course, cannot under

stand till now, that religion is the root of culture.

Polygamy is by no means prevalent among the
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