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A VOICE FROM BULGARIA 205

Mohammedans of Bulgaria, indeed it is very rare
that a man has more than one wife, but these few
exceptions are productive of great misery. Divorce
for very trivial reasons is not uncommon, but there
has recently occurred under my eye a case of happy
reconciliation and restoration through the influence
of Christian friends.

The Mohammedan woman of Bulgaria shares to
a degree the freedom of her Bulgarian sisters, i1s a
power in the home, and, especially if the mother
of grown sons, is much respected and considered.
But ignorance is her curse. Here and there one
finds a grown woman able to read, but the mass
are content to let their girls go to school for a few
years and then gradually forget all they have
learned. But still I have known some keenly inter-
ested in the reading of Scripture. I recall one visit
in a roomful of women at the festival of Bairam,
when a young girl attracted by the Injil Sherif—the
New Testament—in the hands of the Bible woman,
opened it and read aloud the whole of the eighteenth
chapter of Luke to that roomful of deeply interested
listeners. As she finished, clasping the book to her
heart, she exclaimed: “Oh, give me this wonderful
book, I must read it all.” When we left she fol-
lowed me to the door, reminding us earnestly of our
promise to send her a book soon. We know that the
book was much read.

Another girl of seventeen, whom Fatima Hanum
had taught not only to read but to love the Book,
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