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tea or smoking, listening to the tale of the death of

their martyrs, but crouching on the stony street out

side in the darkness, a crowd of women are strain

ing their ears to catch what they can. Such are

the passing glimpses one gets of the Persian woman

in public.

Her real life is lived in the "harem." We realize

its meaning, "the forbidden," when aftei passing

through the imposing street gate, and the outer

court where are the men's apartments, we are con

ducted to a curtained door, guarded by a sentinel,

who summons an old eunuch to lead us through a

dark, narrow passage into the inner court, or

andaroon. Here no man may enter but the very

nearest relatives of the inmates, and they under

severe restrictions. As women, we have free ac

cess, and this privilege is shared by the Christian

physician, who is welcomed and trusted. One such

gives us this picture.

The andaroon is usually very far from being an

abode of luxury, even in wealthy families, unless

the number of wives is limited to one or two. The

favorite wife has many advantages over her rivals,

but she is usually encouraged to set an example of

severe simplicity, in respect to her house and its fur

nishings, to the other wives; each of whom would

make life a burden to her lord, were marked dis

crimination shown in such things. He, therefore,

contents himself with reserving the best of every

thing for the l'eroon, or outer apartments, wherc
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