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214 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

Mentally, the Persian women are as bright as
those of any race. The same physician says, “The
Persian woman is often neither a doll nor a drudge.
I have known some who were recipients of appa-
rently true love, respect, and solicitude on the part
of their husbands, as their sisters in Christian lands;
some who were very entertaining in conversation,
even in their husbands’ presence; some who were
their husbands’ trusted counsellors; some who were
noted for learning; some who were successfully
managing large estates ; some who have stood by me
in my professional work, in emergencies demanding
great strength of character and freedom from race
and sectarian prejudice.”

But these are the exceptions; scarcely one in a
thousand has any education, even in its most re-
stricted sense of being able to read and write her
own language intelligently. It is marvellous to see
how all the advantages are lavished on the boy,
who will have Arabic, Persian, and French tutors,
while his sister is taught nothing. In consequence,
the ignorance and stupidity of woman have become
proverbial. It is a common saying, “Her hair is
long, but her wit is short.”

In a Persian newspaper, there lately appeared
some articles in which, after apologizing for men-
tioning the subject of women, the writer spoke
strongly of their present illiterate state. He taxed
the mothers with the great mortality among children,
and made the amazing statement, that in Australia
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