
DARKNESS AND DAYBREAK IN PERSIA 215

every woman who loses a child is punished by law

with the loss of a finger! He did not venture to

prescribe this drastic remedy for Persia, but says

the husbands and fathers who allow their women to

remain in ignorance should be held up to public

scorn and contempt, and that nothing but education

and religion will make a change.

Wonderful to relate, this article elicited the fol

lowing reply from a lady, which we print as it was

written:




LETTER FROM A MOSLEM WOMAN

To the honored and exalted editor of the "Guide":-

"I myself have no education, but my two chil

dren, a boy and a girl, have a little. Every day

they use your paper for their reading lesson, and I

listen with the greatest attention. Truly, as far as

a patriot's duty goes, you are discharging it. Your

paper is having a remarkable effect on the minds of

both men and women. I rejoice, and am delighted

with your love for race and country, and praise

especially the articles recommending the education

of women.

"Some days ago, the children were reading, and I

was listening because I take such an interest in the

writings in the Guide that I am constrained to defer

the most necessary labors, till the reading is finished.

You have spoken well about the poor unfortunate

women; but first the men must be educated; because

the girl receives instruction from her father and
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