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DARKNESS AND DAYBREAK IN PERSIA 217

“Again you speak of their ignorance of domestic
economy, the rearing of children, the avoidance of
contagious diseases, etc. When a poor woman is
taken to her husband’s home, it is true she knows
nothing of these things, and does not make home
comfortable, but by the time she is the mother of
two or three children, she begins to learn; she econ-
omizes in food and clothing; she looks after her
children ; she adds to her husband’s prosperity. She
takes a pride in the home, in which she hopes to
enjoy many happy days; but poor creature! she
sees one day a woman entering her door, who says,
‘Your husband has married me.” She recalls all
her struggles for family and home, and her heart
is filled with bitterness. Quarrels ensue, and her
husband, taking a stick, beats her till she is like
well-kneaded dough. Afterwards they both go be-
fore the judge, who without making any investiga-
tion of the case, gives sentence in favor of the man.
‘You have not in any wise transgressed the law;
the female tribe are all radically bad; if this one
says anything more, punish her.” Unfortunate
creature! If she is modest and self-respecting, this
trouble falling upon her occasions various illnesses,
and she knows not what becomes of house and chil-
dren, The neighbor women, seeing all this, are com-
pletely discouraged from improving their homes,
or rearing their children properly, as they say,
‘The more our husbands’ circumstances improve,
the less they will care for us.” Why then reproach
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