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the women? It is proper to advise the men, who

have learned two things thoroughly from the law of

the Prophet: one I have mentioned, and the other is

this. In the evening when the Aga comes, he first

washes himself to be ceremonially clean and says

his prayers to fulfil the law of the prophet. Then

he goes to his private room, or to the men's

apartments. Half an hour does not pass, till he

sends to demand the a/il (food used with intoxi

cating drinks, meat, fruits, etc.). The wife makes

all ready, and sends to him. Then the unhappy soul

hears from that quarter the sound of piano, organ,

or tambourine, and somewomen just from their feel

ings at such times, become a prey to divers maladies

and untold misery. At one or two o'clock in the

morning, the Aga brings his honorable presence into

the andaroon. The wife asks, 'What is this busi

ness in which you have been engaged? How long

must I put up with these evil doings?' Immediately

a quarrel ensues; the husband, partially or quite in

toxicated, and not in his right mind, answers,

'What business of yours is it what I do? If I wish

to bring the musicians and dancing women, I shall

do as I like. Many women, on account of these

evil practices of their husbands, give themselves up

also to wicked ways, and others take to their beds

with grief. Should such a one take her case to a

judge, he is worse than her husband, and should she

complain to the religious heads, many of them in

secret indulge in the same vices.
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