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“Why then judge so severely those who are all
suffering under these troubles? Again you say that
women should be educated, but fail to indicate in
which quarter of our city is situated the school
which they are to attend. We, in our ignorance
of its location, beg you to point out where we may
find it. In my own neighborhood there are twenty
capable girls who are ready; some wishing to study
dressmaking, some sick-nursing, midwifery, etc.
Unfortunately, our nobles and ecclesiastics are so
busy, advancing the price of wheat, speculating on
the next harvest, snatching their neighbors’ caps
from their heads, that they have not yet found
time to establish a school or university. I hope,
through a blessing on the labors of your pen, this
will all be remedied, and this stupid people awaken
from its sleep. This brief petition I have made,
and my daughter has written it out. As I have no
learning, I beg you to excuse its mistakes and
defects.” . . .

This letter is remarkable as showing that an
awakening is beginning in this country and that
some women are feeling its influence; that among
them there are stirrings of a new ambition, and a
great dissatisfaction with their present condition.
Moslem ladies, invited to witness the closing exhibi-
tion of a school for missionary children, exclaimed,
“When will our daughters have such opportuni-
ties?” A young girl was filled with the extraordi-
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