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220 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

nary ambition to become a doctor, like the lady
physician whom she admired; she came for lessons
in English, physiology, chemistry, and materia
medica, showing talent and remarkable studious-
ness; but during a disturbance against foreign
schools, her father forbade her coming, so the cloud
again shrouded this particular bright star.

What is the legal and social position of woman?
A girl comes into the world unwelcome; while the
birth of a boy is announced and celebrated with
great rejoicings, that of his sister is regarded as a
misfortune. Said a mother, “Why should I not
weep over my baby girl, who must endure the same
sorrows I have known? She is of little value; a
father of passionate temper, annoyed by the crying
of the sickly infant daughter, flung her out of the
window, effectually and forever stilling the pitiful
wail. He was no more punished than if it had been
the kitten who had suffered from his rage.” If she
grows up, the grace, beauty, and sweet audacity of
childhood often gain for a little girl a place in her
father’s affections; but not to be long enjoyed; an
early betrothal and marriage are the universal
custom.

Engagements take place as early as three years
old, and the bride is sometimes then taken to grow
up with her future husband. Should one inquire
as to the condition of unmarried women in this
country, we are reminded of the famous chapter on
“Snakes in Ireland.” There are no snakes in
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