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222 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

society is too strong for her to resist, and the same
is much the case with the young men. The choice
of a partner for life being one in which often the
boy has no voice, it follows that the girl has none
whatever. A father engaging his daughter was
asked, ‘“What does the girl think of it herself ?”
“She? It is none of her affair; it is my business
whom she marries.” Like Browning’s Pompilia:

“Who, all the while, bore from first to last
As brisk a part in the bargain, as yon lamb
Brought forth from basket, and set out for sale
Bears, while they chaffer o’er it; each in turn
Patting the curly, calm, unconscious head,
With the shambles ready round the corner there.”

Thus the girl enters a new home, often to be the
slave of her mother-in-law. As a rule, the married
couple have had no previous acquaintance with each.
other.

Such a state of society is hard on both sexes. A
man is bound to a wife who will in all probability
deceive and disobey him, who compasses by fraud
what she cannot obtain by fair means, and who has
no affection for him. She is ignorant; she is no
companion for him mentally; it is not strange that
he dreads to place in her keeping his honor, his
property, and the welfare of his house. 1 have
heard a young man say, “We are like putting out
a hand into the dark, to receive we know not what.
Of one thing only we are sure; it will be bad.” It
is impossible that much unhappiness should not re-
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