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sult, as shown by the number of divorces, reckoned
by one of themselves as at least forty per cent. of
the marriages. The wonder is that happy mar-
riages do occur. Some there undoubtedly are, but
in defiance of the system, and not in consequence of
it. When one such comes to our notice, it appears
like a green and refreshing oasis in a monotonous
desert. One lady told us, “I have been married
fifteen years, and my husband and I have have never
had a difference.” Another said, “He is so kind
to me; he has never yet scolded me for anything I
did.” She added, “But I am extremely careful to
avoid what I know he does not like and in all mat-
ters I try my best to please him.” It must be said,
however, that one of these men is secretly a be-
liever in Christ, and the other a follower of the Bab,
in whose system the equality and rights of woman
play a prominent part.

Did space permit we should gladly tell the ro-
mantic history of Qurrat-el-Ayn, the Joan of Arc
of the Babi movement; but in this connection, we
may be pardoned for giving the following sonnet,
evoked by her remarkable life and tragic death:

“Quarrat-el-Ayn! not famous far beyond
Her native shore. Not many bards have sung
Her praises, who, her enemies among,
Wielding her beauty as a magic wand,
Strove for the cause of him who had proclaimed
For poor down-trodden womanhood the right
Of freedom. Lifting high her beacon light
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