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DARKNESS AND DAYBREAK IN PERSIA 225

A book containing sage advice warns man
against three things: “First, excess of affection for
a wife, for this gives her prominence and leads to
a state of perversion, when the power is over-
powered and the commander commanded. Second,
consulting or acquainting a wife with secrets or
amount of property.” Mohammed also warns, “Not
to entrust to the incapable the substance which God
hath placed with you,” and, “Beware, make not
large settlements on women.” “Third, Let him
allow her no musical instruments, no visiting out of
doors, or listening to stories.”

As to a woman’s duty, Mohammed declared that
if the worship of one created being could be per-
mitted to another, he would have enjoined the wor-
ship of husbands. It seems strange to calculate a
woman’s value arithmetically, but in Moslem law
the testimony of two women is equal to that of
one man, a daughter gets half a son’s inheritance,
and a wife only an eighth of her husband’s prop-
erty, if there are children; otherwise a fourth. A
husband does not speak of his wife as such, but uses
some circumlocution as “My house, my child, or the
mother of such a boy.” A villager asked the doctor
to come and treat his mother. “How old is she?”
“Thirty.” “And how old are you?’ “Forty.”
“How can she be your mother?” A bystander, filled
with contempt for such obtuseness, whispered, “It
is his wife, but he doesn’t like to say so.” In like
manner, the children are not taught to say father
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