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XVIII
DARKNESS AND DAYBREAK IN PERSIA

PART 1II

THERE is indeed another side to the question, and
all honor to the Moslem men whose eyes are open
to see the wrongs of women, whose hearts pity, and
who venture into the thorny and dangerous path of
reform! Many more, no doubt, feel all these things,
but what can they do? They are so bound in the net
of custom and prejudice, that it is next to impossible
to remedy, in any degree, the existing evils; while
by attempting it, they run the risk of making things
worse, and so shrug their shoulders, and feel there
is nothing to do but to submit.

One husband, sincerely attached to his wife, said
to me, “How glad I should be to see her free as you
are! It is no pleasure to me to have her shrouded
in a black wrap, and shut up behind a curtain; it is
the dream of my life to take her to Europe, and
have her travel with me, as a companion and a
friend. But in this country I dare not deviate in the
least from our customs; she is so pretty, if other
men saw her I should be killed for her sake.” This
man was studying English, and the teacher being a
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