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230 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

tain rare conditions, is a man’s right without restric-
tion. A woman’'s only protection is, her dowry
must be paid her, and her husband must pronounce
the sentence of divorce three times. Thus a little
check is put on an angry impulse. Age, poor health,
loss of beauty or eyesight, lack of children, espe-
cially of sons, or the merest whim, may be the excuse
for 1t. The most pathetic appeals are made to the
lady doctor, by women in dread of divorce.

A wealthy nobleman, married to a young and
beautiful lady of equal rank, the mother of both
sons and daughters, and as reported, with a fair
amount of wedded happiness, was dazzled by a pro-
posed alliance with a princess of such rank as to
brook no rival. The indispensable condition was
a divorce, and absolute separation from the wife he
had. She knew nothing of her fate till one day,
when visiting at her brother’s, word was brought her
she need not return home. That night the wedding
was celebrated with firing of cannon and great
festivities, but the children were crying for their
mother, and for her and them there was no redress.
She immediately went on pilgrimage to a holy
shrine, to pray that her husband and his new wife
might be cursed of God. The man met with some
very signal and public reverses, and transported with
joy, she flew to another sacred place, to call down
more misfortunes on his head.

Many of the divorced women remarry; others
become beggars or maid-servants. As for the chil-
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