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dren, if the family be wealthy, they remain with the

father; if poor, in case both parents find other part

ners, they are often cast adrift to shift for them

selves.

On a journey, the wife of the muleteer was seen to

be laying aside part of the tea, sugar, etc., pur

chased by the man for their joint use, and was asked

the cause. She replied, "It is necessary to make

some provision for myself against the day when he

shall divorce me; I have had six husbands and he

has had seven wives; what can I expect?" The

couple had been newly married, and this was their

wedding trip.

A sad-faced drudge in our lodging place told us,

"I am the twenty-fifth wife, some are divorced, some

dead; to-morrow it may be my turn to go."

Polygamy is prevalent among the rich who can

afford it, and is regarded by many as highly

meritorious. Some of the poor also practise it, but

most of them have but one wife at a time, and are

comparatively faithful to her. The percentage of

men who live in polygamy is difficult to arrive at,

but a good judge has estimated it at thirty per cent.

The best men seem to be ashamed and to deprecate

it. Some say it is forbidden in the Koran, by the

verse which allows only as many wives as a man

can treat with equity; as they say this is an impossi

bility, if a man has more than one consort, to treat

them alike. When asked about the example of the

Prophet, and the holy men, especially the Imams,
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