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DARKNESS AND DAYBREAK IN PERSIA 233

who sometimes joined forces, and gave him a good
beating, so he would be seen flying in hot haste from
his “happy”’ home. One man said to one of us, “I
don’t need to die in order to go to hell; I have it in
my own house; I live there.” Another, when told
by the indignant doctor, “Your mode of life is
beastly,” replied, “I know it; compared with me the
beasts are decent.”

If the wives are in the same house, it is filled with
bitterness and jealousy; if they are in separate houses
or even in different towns, the case is not much bet-
ter. If the women were not taught by their religious
leaders that their sufferings are the will of God,
and that it is very meritorious to accept them, and
if they believed any other fate possible, I do not
think they would endure it. They say “Christian
women have their heaven now, but afterwards they
will inherit endless suffering; we have hell in this
life, but hereafter shall come eternal bliss.”

“Do we love our husbands?” said one in answer
to a question, “Yes, as much as a sieve holds water.”
One of our friends, the third of three wives in one
house, was found by us at her mother’s. “Oh, yes,”
she said, “I have come home to stay; I simply could
not bear it any longer; so I hired a woman to take
my place with my husband and came here.”

These are regularly married wives, with dowry
rights and the protection of law. What of the poor
temporary hired ones, who come for a longer or
shorter period, and a specified wage? This is the
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