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234 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

peculiar shame and blot of the Shiah sect of Islam,
which not only tolerates the vile institution of muti,
but takes it under the sanction of law and custom,
and even permits the ministers of religion to be the
chief promoters of it, many of them accumulating
wealth by this base means,

You will sometimes hear it stated that there are
no houses of prostitution in Moslem lands. In
Persia, at least, the institution may not exist in
precisely the same form as in other countries, where
it is under the ban of the law, and in defiance of pub-
lic opinion, but it is here, in a form which utterly
depraves the mind of the people, and obliterates for
them all moral distinctions, poisoning family life at
the very fountain. It is impossible to go fully into
this subject: the details are too revolting, but one
or two instances may suffice.

We know of a girl who was sold for five dollars
by her family, and taken by her brother to a city
where a Khan wished for her during his temporary
sojourn; on his return he discarded her, and she
came back to her family, her social standing in no
wise affected by the transaction, which was merely a
matter of business. An old roué, who had already
had over thirty wives, sitting like a spider in his
web, from his upper window spied a pretty young
girl in the street. Her family was poor, and he
tempted them with money and large promises, and
sent silks and satins for the trousseau. It was all

- but done, when some missionary ladies remonstrated
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