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purity is not expected of him, and often the most
elaborate provision is made to satisfy the lusts of
the flesh. The mother of a young boy will hire a
female servant for him as part of the regular family.
The effect of such an element on the whole house-
hold may be imagined. Bitter also is the retribution
often suffered for such breaches of the law of God.
Barrenness is a most common thing, and the Moslem
population does not increase but barely replaces it-
self, while the Jews and Christians, whose family life
is comparatively pure, survive and win in the race
of life.

If a Moslem woman were sure of her place in her
husband’s affection and her position in the home, I
am certain she would prove herself as worthy as
any; for I have observed some families among them
where the tradition or custom of the clan is.against
polygamy and divorce, and the women in those
homes are loyal to their husbands’ interests, ready to
work hard and deny themselves for the home which
they know is guaranteed to them and their children.
We are very apt to think that having known noth-
ing better and having nothing else to hope for, they
must be contented and reconciled to their lot. This
reminds one of the answer of the old fishwife, when
one remonstrated with her on the habit of skinning
eels alive, “Oh, they don’t mind it; they are used
to it.” This is far from being the case, and it is
especially true of those who, by travel or contact
with Christians, have had their eyes opened to the
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