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obscene songs, vile allusions, and impure narratives.

A missionary lady visiting at the home of a high

born Moslem woman, very religious and devout ac

cording to their standards, was so shocked by the

character of the conversation with which her hostess

was trying to entertain her, as to be forced to say,

"If you talk to me like this, I shall be obliged to

excuse myself and leave your house."

Saddest of all, they often become so depraved

that they not only connive at the evils of the sys

tem, but actively promote them. A lady going on a

long pilgrimage herself chose and brought two

young girls, to be her husband's concubines in her

absence. A mother cultivates in her son the passions

she should teach him to subdue. The present mode

of life is supposed to be perpetuated in Paradise,

where every true believer is to have "seventy-two

wives, and eighty thousand slaves," all Houris

specially created for him. The place for Moslem

woman is not definitely specified.

The religion that robs them of happiness in this

life, and gives no hope of it in the next, lays the

same obligations upon them as on men, viz., the five

foundations of practice: the witnessing to the Unity
of God and the apostleship of the Prophet; observ

ing the five daily seasons of prayer; alms-giving;
the fast of Ramazan; and the pilgrimage to Mecca.

In Persia is added the mourning for a month, for

Hassan and Hossein, the martyred grandsons of

Mohammed. As in all religions, women are most
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