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pass their lips. The people acknowledge that it is

the cause of quarrelling and reviling, so irritable do

they become under the strain, yet they dare not

"break their fast" for fear of others.

All who can afford it make the long pilgrimage to

Mecca, or in lieu of that to Kerbela or Meshed; and

bear thereafter the holy name of Haji, Kerbelai, or

Meshedi. To them it is a new thought, given by

Christ to the woman of Sychar, that no special loca

tion is "the place where men ought to worship."

Of all His words none receive more approval from

the Persian woman than His teachings on marriage

and divorce. They often say to us, "How happy you

Christian women are with no fear of divorce!"

Not only Christ's teachings but His character

makes an impression, and His gentleness and purity

especially attract them. We are shocked at the

coarse questions: "Can God have a Son? Was Jesus

married ?" but as they hear the story of His mar

vellous life a look of awe sometimes comes into their

faces, as the vision of "the White Christ" dawns

upon them.

A Moslem lady said to me, "I cannot read, but

one woman in our harem can, and she reads the

Injil (New Testament) to us; we can never get

enough of it." Another, making a call of con

dolence upon me, said, "There is only one book that

can comfort you; you have told me about it; now

I tell you."

Those who have grown up in the midst of free in-
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