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XIX

THE CONDITION OF MOHAMMEDAN WOMEN
IN BALUCHISTAN

IN the degraded position of its women is to be
seen the worst fruit of the religion of Islam. I will
quote from the Government Report of British
Baluchistan: “Throughout the Province, but espe-
cially among the Afghans and Brahuis, the position
of woman is one of extreme degradation; she is not
only a mere household drudge, but she is the slave
of man in all his needs, and her life is one of con-
tinual and abject toil. No sooner is a girl fit for
work than her parents send her to tend cattle and she
is compelled to take her part in all the ordinary
household duties. Owing to the system of walwar
in vogue among the Afghans, a girl, as soon as she
reaches nubile age, is, for all practical purposes, put
up for auction sale to the highest bidder. The
father discourses on her merits, as a beauty or as a
housekeeper, in the public meeting places, and in-
vites offers from those who are in want of a wife.
Even the more wealthy and more respectable
Afghans are not above this system of thus lauding
the human wares which they have for sale. The be-
trothal of girls who are not yet born is frequent, and
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