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IN SOUTHERN INDIA

IN South India the Mohammedans have been

more or less influenced by the Christian and

heathen communities by which they are surrounded.

Many of them, especially those belonging to the

trading communities, have married women of

Hindoo birth who have become nominal Moham

medans.

Amongst the higher' classes, especially amongst

the rich and well-to-do, polygamy is still common,

though there are many men who have only one wife

and few who have more than two. As a rule, in the

city of Madras, each wife will have a small place of

her own. It is a rare thing for several wives to live

in the same house. It is, however, extremely diffi

cult to find out, without undue questioning, who

the various inmates are. Often a house will be quite

full of women and children of all ages, but as a rule

the true explanation will be that the head of the

house has many sons, each of whom has brought his

wife to live in his old home, and all live in strict

outward obedience to the mother-in-law. How

much depends upon this mother-in-law! When she

is a kindly, peaceable woman, things go fairly
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