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smoothly, but terrible things happen in homes where

the mother-in-law is harsh and severe.

In all the homes the purdah is strictly kept, and

alas! who can tell what dark deeds are occasionally

done in these secluded homes. Still education is

spreading rapidly, and with it changes must and do

come. Young educated Mohammedans are now

wanting educated wives. The principal Moham

medans in Madras come very much in contact with

Europeans and are considerably influenced by them,

and we do not see the Moslem as he appears in

Moslem countries under Moslem rule, but as he ap

pears after living for generations under the British

flag. If he disagrees with public opinion (which

no doubt he often does) he keeps his opinion very

much to himself, and with graceful courtesy agrees

to differ.

The purdah system is one that brings with it ter

rible evils, and yet it is a system to which those who

apparently suffer from it most, cling the most

closely. The secluded women themselves look upon

it as an honor, and a proof of the value set upon

them. Even the very poorest people seclude their

wives; while soldiers on the march hang up blankets,

sheets, and even rags to form a little enclosure for

their wives at each halting place. Though in

dividual women will often speak of their many

troubles they rarely mention their isolation, and

truly pity those of other nations who are not taken

equal care of. With education this aspect of affairs
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