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lish live at Secunderabad, where the English troops

are stationed, just a few miles off.

In Hyderabad, were it not for H. H. the Nizam,

many of the Nawabs would be glad to bring their

wives out. Quite a number of the leading nobles

have but one wife and glory in the fact. The Crown

Prince (Sahibzada) has been married lately to a

lady of noble family. This was probably the first

Nizam to get married. The Nizam, from the fear

of intrigue, fills his harem with low-class women.

Some of the nobles bring their wives out of purdah

as soon as they leave the state on a holiday.

Polygamy is still common, especially among the

well-to-do. A ready purchase of slaves, during the

great famine of i9oo, as concubines, proves that this

evil still exists. Few men have "many" wives, how-

ever.

The effect on home life of this system is evident.

The Sahibzada (the next Nizam) when a boy was

taken from the palace, his home, to escape the evils

and temptations of a royal zenana. He lived in a

large house with only his tutor and guardians till

his marriage. A thoughtful munshi who was

anxious about his children's morals, deplored a sys

tem that made the mother so ignorant of the outside

world and so unable to direct a young son aright.

Let me give you a few of my experiences with

regard to Mussulman women, especially during my

stay in Hyderabad. One zenana we used to visit

belonged to an old man who professed to be a great
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