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THE MOHAMMEDAN WOMEN OF TURKESTAN

AMONG the numerous nations and tribes which ad

here to the doctrine of Mohammed, the condition of

women is of course not everywhere the same. In

the vicinity of Europe, e. g., in European Turkey,

the influence of European morality and customs has

become more and more prevailing in spite of the

resistance of Moslem priests. Another difference

in the condition of women, which can be observed

everywhere and which we shall occasionally refer to,

arises from their social position; among the richer

classes a woman must submit to rules and customs

different from those which are standard among the

poorer classes. The fundamental views, however,

are the same; the evil is one, though its outward

arpearance may differ in some respects.

The misfortune of a Mohammedan woman begins

at her birth, for instead of rejoicing at the arrival

of her little daughter, the mother complains that she

is not a son. She knows that a girl will leave her

at the age of about fourteen, in order to live in her

husband's house, and after that she will hardly have

any connection with her mother, whereas a son will
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