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medan girls are in every respect sufficiently gifted
for a higher education. Many of them have become
prominent scholars or artists, perfectly able to rival
men. This has been proved by the prose works
and poems of Zubdat-ul-Nissa (that is, Flower of
Women )—by those of Leilai—and in modern times
by the Persian woman Zarin Tadyj, still better known
by her surname Qurat-ul-Ain (that is, “Eyes’ Com-
fort”). This woman descended from a priest’s
family, her father as well as her uncle and father-in-
law had been great theologians, and her cousin, to
whom she was married, was a distinguished scholar.
Her extraordinary beauty seems to have been sur-
passed only by her intellect and character. When
but a child she took a great interest in the conver-
sations on science which were often carried on in
her family, and surprised everybody by her sharp
wit and rich mind.

When later on she became acquainted with the
doctrines of the Bab, a new leader, who appeared in
Persia about the middle of last century, she was so
deeply impressed by them that she entered into
intercourse with him, and in spite of the resistance
of her family, appeared in public in order to pro-
claim her master’s doctrines.

Let us try to give Mohammedan women a share in
the higher spiritual life of their western sisters, and
the slave creatures who serve only their husbands’
pleasure and ease will become companions in his
life-work and educators of his children. This
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