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266 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

would produce a perfect change in Moslem family-
life.

This vision of the future, however, is not yet ful-
filled. The Mohammedan girl spends her child-
hood in a dreary way, knowing that until her four-
teenth or fifteenth year life will not be changed.
Then her parents will marry her to a man, in the
choice of whom they will be led by financial reasons
only. The young man’s mother or some other elder
relation of his chooses a bride for him, and examines
the girl with regard to her health and bodily charms.
Sometimes the young people are allowed to ex-
change a few words with each other in presence
of the mother, but to get acquainted with each other
as in Christian lands is considered superfluous.
After marriage she is a slave not only to her hus-
band, but also to her parents-in-law, towards whom
she must behave most courteously, and whom she
must serve sometimes even before serving her hus-
band. Every morning she rises first and cleans the
house; then she must bring her father-in-law water
to wash himself, and afterwards his repast. Pru-
dence makes her try to gain the affection of her
parents-in-law, that they may protect her, in case
her husband should dismiss her. Moreover, in the
first year after her marriage a young wife 1s not
allowed to answer the questions of her parents and
brothers-in-law save by bowing or shaking her
head; only if no one else is present, she may talk
to them. In the fourth year she is permitted to an-
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