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268 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

on the principle: two parts to man, one part to
woman. For instance, after the death of the wife,
the husband inherits a quarter of her fortune, in
case there are children; if there are none, half of it,
whereas, the wife inherits only a quarter or an
eighth. If several wives survive their husband,
they inherit these parts together. Accordingly,
daughters inherit only half as much as sons.

Very seldom a Mohammedan widow is married
again. She generally stays in her late husband’s
house, in order to educate her children, for whom a
tutor is chosen. The tutor administers the children’s
fortune and gives the mother as much money as is
necessary for their subsistence. When the children
are grown up, the mother generally stays for the rest
of her life at one of her sons’, not so often at a
daughter’s. In poor families, however, the woman
strives hard to gain her living by washing, spinning,
sewing, knitting stockings, and other things of that
kind. Later on the grown-up children sustain their
mother, so that women who have children spend
their old age in comparative comfort. If, however,
a widow, perhaps for want, consents to be married
again, her own condition may be improved, but her
children suffer.

Some older women must be mentioned who are
rather frequent in Moslem lands, and who form a
class by themselves. Generally they have been mar-
ried several times, but either have no children, or
have abandoned them to their fate. They pass their
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