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it in Kashgar, where I have been working for five

years for the spreading of the Gospel.

Some fifty years ago there lived in Kashgar a man
called Chodsha Burhaneddin. He was descended
from a family which since the middle of the seven-
teenth century has given Kashgar its kings. His
fellow citizens esteemed him very much on account
of his strict observance of the religious prescriptions
of Islam. He married a woman of noble descent,
and for some time contented himself with his one
wife. But according to Islam it is a merit to take
if possible four wives, in order to increase the num-
ber of the adherents of Islam. For this reason
Chodsha brought home another wife whenever he
travelled on business to the Russian town of Andi-
shan on that side of the Tienshan, until the number
of four was full. The consequence was that he not
only neglected his first wife, but even had her do all
the housework alone, thus making her the servant
of his three other wives. She had to serve them
from early morning till late at night. Without
grumbling and with great diligence the poor woman
took all the work upon herself; secretly, however,
she bewailed her hard lot and employed her few
free hours for the education of her little daughter.
However, she did not succeed in satisfying her hus-
band. He always found fault, beat her, and bade
her not show her face before him. His wife sub-
mitted patiently and silently; she desisted even from
paying visits to her parents and acquaintances,
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