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XXII
IN FAR-OFF CATHAY

THE social condition of Mohammedan women in
Kansu Province in Northwest China is not so hard
as those of their sisters in the more western coun-
tries. The Mohammedans, having been in China
now about a thousand years, have, save in the mat-
ter of idolatry, practically adopted the Chinese cus-
toms, even to the binding of the feet of their little
girls. Among the wealthier Mohammedans, as with
the wealthier Chinese, polygamy is common, many
having two or three wives, and among the middle
class, when there has been no issue by the first
wife, many take unto themselves a second wife.
Divorces are of rare occurrence.

There are no harems. The better-class women
are not seen much on the streets, but in the coun-
try places, the farmer’s wife, daughters, and daugh-
ters-in-law go out into the fields, weed and reap the
corn, carry water, gather in fuel, and wear no veil.
The daughters and daughters-in-law of the better
class, from the age of fifteen to thirty, often wear a
black veil when going on a visit to their friends, as

also do the Chinese.
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