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shoulder or back of the outside garment, to shield

them from the evil spirits. Many also observe the

lucky and unlucky days in the Chinese calendar, by

removing from one house to another. One of our

patients had even resorted to the Buddhists or ag
nostics to recite prayers and use charms to drive

away his sickness.

At the present rate of spiritual declension, in an

other century many will either be Buddhists or

agnostics.

The times of prayer are not observed save by the

ah-hongs and mullahs and a few of the old men.

These few particulars showing the indifference

and ignorance among the men, what can be ex

pected of the women? They are heathen, except in

name. In our prefecture, we receive a welcome

among them whenever we go, but how long this

will continue it is hard to tell. In the southwest of

this province, where formerly much friendliness was

shown towards the missionaries, latterly a spirit of

bitterness and opposition has been manifested owing

to a few becoming interested in the Gospel and

attending regularly on Sunday. The ah-hongs have

warned their people that if any join the church they

will be put to death when the foreign ambassador

arrives from Turkey. Who this individual is, is

not very apparent, and from whence he will get his

power to put Chinese subjects to death is a mystery.

Doubtless it is only a scheme of the ah-hongs to put

the people in fear.
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