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IN FAR-OFF CATHAY 281

whereas the two sects lacking that inward spiritual
grace, hating each other, and backbiting each other,
finally bring about strife.

The careful readers of this chapter will observe
from what we have written that the life of their
Mohammedan sisters in China 1s not so hard and
prison-like as that of their sisters in North Africa,
Persia, etc., where they are secluded for a lifetime
in the prison-like harems at the command of their
husbands. Nevertheless, their need is just as great,
their souls just as precious, their ignorance of spirit-
ual things just as deep, their lives just as much of
a blank, their hope for the future just as dark; they
live and die “just like animals,” they are wont to
say; and all the hopelessness, darkness, and love-
lessness continues not because of their SECLUSION
in harems at the mercy of their husbands but be-
cause of their ExcLusioN from their right to the
joys and hope of the Christian life by the luke-
warm indifference of the Church of Christ to-day,
which fails to realize the great responsibility to
carry the Gospel to every creature.

In our vast parish, stretching one hundred miles
from east to west and two hundred and thirty miles
from southeast to northwest, comprising six cities,
sixteen walled towns, and thousands of villages with
a mixed population of Chinese, Mohammedans,
Mongolians, Tibetans, and aborigines, my husband
and I are left to labor alone. This does not spell
seclusion but exclusion from the knowledge of the
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