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XXIII
OUR MOSLEM SISTERS IN JAVA

(Zranslated from the Dutck)

THE life of the Mohammedan woman in general
here is not that of a being on a par with man, but
rather comparable with that of a dumb animal, a
creature inferior to and much less worthy than man,
which 1s kept and utilized as long as it performs
some services,

Fatalism, as taught and nourished by Islam,
places the woman in a servile relationship to the
man, so much so that she, although considered a
creature of no particular value, does not take of-
fence at being accounted a negligible quantity.

Maltreatment of women takes place occasionally
but is by no means general, because nothing hinders
the husband from driving away his wife with whom
he may not be satisfied, without even observing the
simplest form of a legal procedure.

Why should the man, particularly amongst Mos-
lems, “the Lord of Creation,” weary himself or
even become angry, seeing it is far wiser and more
profitable that he exchange the worn-out wife and
mother, who can no longer add to the number of his
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