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children, for a younger and stronger wife? This
profitable barter, too, need cost him but a trifle,

This exchange of wives has even a more demor-
alizing tendency than the practice of polygamy
itself, which luxury only those can participate in
whose salary is at least fifteen florins per month.

The results of the sinful practice of polygamy,
especially for the children and consequently for the
state, would be less sad to contemplate, were it not
that the polygamist exchanges his wife as readily
for another as he who can afford but one wife
at a time.

It is scarcely necessary for me to enumerate here
the effects of this evil of which the wife is the vic-
tim, |

This much-loved evil is a strong bulwark against
the spread of the ethics of Christianity.

A second and a very powerful opponent of mis-
sion work is found in the peculiar Mohammedan
village organization, in which the Moslem sheikh or
spiritual leader plays the most important role.

Another peculiarity of Islam here, is the fact
that the inland population and the millions of in-
habitants who live in the lowlands of Java are
peculiarly interrelated and mutually dependent.
Only in a few of the larger towns in Java do we
find the trades practised.

The villager is a farmer, and since rice is the chief
article of food and this must be raised by irriga-
tion channels in a hilly country like Java, the vil-
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