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XXIV
THE MOHAMMEDAN WOMEN OF MALAYSIA

MALAYSIA comprises the Malay Peninsula and
Archipelago. The latter includes the great islands
of Sumatra, Java, Borneo, and Celebes, and innu-
merable smaller ones. The one island of Java con-
tains about three-fourths of the entire population of
Malaysia, which is probablyabout fortymillions. The
vast majority of the population are Mohammedans,
but the hill-tribes of the Peninsula and of the larger
islands are still heathen, the Dyaks of Borneo and
the Battas of Sumatra being the most numerous of
the non-Mohammedan races. There are also many
hundreds of thousands of Chinese immigrants in
Malaysia, of whom only one here and there have be-
come Mohammedan.

The principal Mohammedan races are: (1) the
Malays proper, who inhabit the Peninsula, the east
coast of Sumatra, and the neighboring islands, and
are scattered to some extent amongst all the seaport
towns of the Archipelago; (2) in Sumatra, the
Achinese in the north, and the Rejans and Lam-
pongs in the south; (3)in Java,the Sundanese in the
west, the Javanese in the centre and east, and the
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