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Madurese in the extreme east; and (.) the Bugis in

Celebes.

The greatest success in the conversion of Moham

medans to Christianity has been achieved by the

German (Barmen) Mission in Sumatra, and chiefly

among the Battas, a very numerous heathen race,

who have been gradually won in small numbers to

the faith of Islam, probably for centuries. About

fifty thousand of the Battas are now Christians,

and many of these were at one time Mohamme

dans.

In Java the Dutch have made considerable efforts

to convert the natives to Christianity for three hun

dred years past, and as the result of this early work

there are considerable Christian communities still

existing. It is only within the last century, how

ever, that the work of the missionary societies has

infused new life into the work of converting the

Mohammedans. The greatest numerical success has

been achieved by those who devote their efforts to

the founding of Christian communities in villages of

their own, entirely distinct from the Mohammedans,

with their own Christian village headmen. It is

found that in the Mohammedan villages the Chris

tians suffer so much persecution from the headmen

and others, that in some cases Christianity has been

entirely stamped out, and the Christians have dis

appeared, no one knows where. The Christian vil

lages have in most cases been established in unsettled

districts, whole families being moved from other
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