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places, and clearing the jungle to form their own

settlements. These people have been won to Christ

by preaching among the Mohammedans, and are pro

tected from persecution by thus gathering them into

Christian communities. Much work is also done by

means of schools and dispensaries. The Dutch Gov

ernment provides both the school buildings and

salaries of schoolmasters, under certain rules, and it

also erects hospitals, and provides medicines free to

every missionary. There are also instances in which

Christian communities have grown up in the midst

of Mohammedan surroundings, and it is claimed that

such Christians are of a stronger type, and exercise

a more powerful influence among their fellow

countrymen. A Dutch missionary writes that

polygamy and divorce are very prevalent in Java,

there being many who have changed husbands or

wives as many as ten or twenty times. The man

has to pay the priest two guilders for a divorce, but

a woman would have to pay twenty-five guilders;

the latter is known as "Buffalo divorce," i. e., brutal.

In Java the second wife is called "A fire in the

house." Four wives are allowed, and any number

of concubines. In case of divorce the girls follow

the father, and the boys follow the mother. Di

vorced women are often in straitened circumstances

and become concubines or the kept mistresses of

Europeans or even of the Chinese.

The largest Christian communities in Malaysia

are in North Celebes and on the island of Amboina.
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