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290 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

These are the result of the early labors of the
chaplains of the Dutch East India Company.

Among the Malays proper very little missionary
work has been attempted, and practically nothing
has been accomplished. From 1815 to 1843 the
London Missionary Society carried on work among
the Malays at Penang, Malacca, and Singapore, but
then withdrew all their missionaries to China, with
the exception of Rev. B. P. Keasberry, who con-
tinued to work among the Malays in Singapore as a
self-supporting missionary until his death, in 1872.
He baptized a few Malays, both men and women,
one or two of whom are still living, but make no
profession of Christianity. Within the last twenty
years we know of one Malay man and two or three
women who have been converted to Christianity and
baptized in Singapore and Penang, none of whom
has gone back to Islam.

The extent to which polygamy is practised among
the Malays depends very greatly upon the amount
which has to be paid as dowry, and this varies very
much in the different parts of the Peninsula and
Eastern Sumatra. Divorce, however, is common
everywhere. In our personal intercourse with the
Malays, we have realized how very much the women
resemble those of other nationalities in their aspira-
tions, but how useless it is for them to try to make
any real progress, because they are so tied by cus-
toms. They say, “We must be content to live as we
do, for we are powerless to do otherwise.” When
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