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they go out for walks they must be closely veiled or

covered, and must walk in front of the men, which

seems courteous to us until we are told the reason,

which is that the men can watch them, and see that

they do not cast glances at other men. Many of the

women learn to read the Koran, and a few learn to

read and write Malayan in the government vernacu

lar schools, but the latter is sometimes objected to on

the ground that the girls will write letters to men.

It is very difficult to get Malay girls to attend a

Christian school, for fear they might become Chris

tians. The people living in the agricultural districts

seem to be happy and contented, and yet here polyg

amy is more common than in the towns. The heart

of the wife and mother is often burdened because

her husband has taken a second or third wife, when

there is little enough money for one family to live

upon. As a rule the men do not want their wives

to know when they are taking new wives. They

usually say they are going away to work for a few

days. We have been asked to write letters to such

husbands requesting money, and begging the hus

band to return. Sometimes the answers to these

letters contain loving messages to the wife, asking

her not to believe the stories told her, but still he

returns not, or worse still, no money comes. The

wives with tears streaming down their cheeks say,

"How can his small wages support three or four

wives?" In one case a wife received a letter saying

that she could marry again, as the husband had de-
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