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PAN-ISLAMISM IN TURKEY

REV. W. S. NELSON, D. D., SYRIA

FROM

the beginning of its history in Arabia Islam

has been an imitative religion. The best that

Mohammed found, in fact everything that was

good in his teachings, was borrowed from Christianity,

and the rest was appropriated with little or no change

from other religious cults, or from the heathenism he was

supposed to displace.

After a long period of success and wide advance in

every direction from Mecca: after the sword of Islam

had subdued nation after nation in Asia and Africa and

had gained a foothold in Europe, there arose the first

united resistance of Christianity that Islam had encoun

tered. Heretofore the legions of Islam had attacked and

conquered nations as such. It had made no difference

whether the national faith had been heathen or Christian,

the resistance offered had been a national resistance and

the submission had been that of a ruling sovereign. The

submission always involved the surrender of the old

faith, and a formal acceptance of Islam with the avowal

of the unity of God and the validity of the mission of

Mohammed.

This success of Islam and its capture of the sacred

places of Christianity furnished the motive necessary to

unite a divided Christendom and to overcome the conflicts

in Europe and to gather the great armies of all nations

which followed each other in the wonderful crusades of

the Middle Ages. Whatever we may say of the folly and
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