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mismanagement, the petty jealousies and conflict among
the leaders, the useless waste of life and treasure involved,
we cannot withhold our praise for the loyalty to Christ
and sacrifice for Him involved in those unparallelled
movements.

It is not our purpose here to discuss the crusades, but
merely to call attention to the fact that here was the first
instance of a united Christendom attacking Islam. The
crusades did not exert any lasting influence on the ex-
tent or power of Islam, but they furnished a lesson
which was not forgotten, and may not improperly be re-
garded as the seed from which the idea of pan-Islamism
grew. If Christendom united under the banner of the
cross and, forgetting their national divisions and rival-
ries, strove to rescue the tomb of the Crucified from
Islam, why should not all Mohammedan nations lay aside
doctrinal differences and national distinctions under the
banner of the Crescent to carry the faith of Islam to the
ends of the earth ¢

It may well be believed that the present divergences of
faith in Islam, the national jealousies among thosc who
accept the teachings of the Arabian prophet are too
great and too firmly rooted to make a real pan-Islamic
movement possible or permanently effective. Any such
union would fall to pieces quickly and disappear from
view as did the crusades. Still the existence of such an
idea and especially its dissemination among wild and un-
civilized peoples will have local influence that may lead
to serious disturbances and may produce wide-reaching
consequences of a more than local importance. It may
not be possible to find a real, vital, unifying principle in
Islam that will ever permanently unite Sunnis and Shiahs,
or permit Turks and Persians, Hindus and Moors to
work and fight in harmony and mutual confidence.
Still, the fact that all aseribe their faith to Mohammed
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