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that it stretches from the Atlantic Ocean at Sierra Leone
to the Indian Ocean at the mouth of the Zambezi River,
Corresponding with the two frouts Islam is advancing in,
the line runs in its first part from the west to the east,
but in its second part it turns to the south. Of course
we must not think that on one side of the line the popu-
lation is entirely Moslem and on the other side heathen,
Instead of speaking of a dividing line we might as well
speak of a dividing zone of considerable breadth. And
within this zone, roughly speaking, the conquest of Islam
is taking place to-day. Behind it in Mohammedan ter-
ritory, there still remain some heathen peoples which are
practically of no importance, while in front of it we find
amidst the heathen tribes many colonies of Moslem
traders, some of them making scarcely any propaganda,
but all of them marking the route for time to come. The
proceedings going on within the zone itself are of a very
different nature. For instance, in Adamaua, in the
north of Kamerun, there are districts where heathen and
Mohammedan peoples are living like enemies, the
heathen keeping aloof from the Moslems. It is only
natural that in cases like this Islam is not making many
converts. On the other hand, in Sierra Leone, in Southern
Nigeria, in German East Africa and other parts Moham-
medans and heathen are living in friendly intercourse and
here Islam makes most rapid progress.

The general impression is that Islam is advancing on
the whole line. In some parts Islam seems to have
reached the limits of its extension, the heathen popula-
tion knowing of it but declining to adopt it; but this
does not prove much. As in Christian missions there
are times of preparatory work, showing no palpable suc-
cess and yet being of the utmost importance, so it is in
the spread of Islam. It has not only its time of rapid
conquest, but also its time of quiet infiltration. Other-
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