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Islam Under Christian Rule 20§

they are not wanted ; that the country is not for them ;
that work would always go to Moslems. Moslem cere-
monies have respect elaborately paid to thewm, Moslem
prejudices are yielded to, Moslem customs strengthened
and upheld. More serious still, Christian wmissions are
unsympathetically regarded, and their advance thwarted.
Actually the leave of the Moslem chief has to be ob.
tained before the mission can be carried into his ter-
ritory. And, perhaps, more serious still, the govern-
ment refuses to give a really enlightened system of
education to the people, but bolsters up the old useless
Koranic system, flatters the Sheikhs, and refuses to allow
the missionaries perfect freedom to open schools with
an enlightened system of education.

On the other hand the Moslems can go anywhere and
make as many proselytes as they please. What wonder
that the Mohammedans think that the government is
simply running the country for them ; that they are
the only people; that British officials are afraid of them,
and have implicitly declared the superiority of Islam.
Such policy can bring nothing but difficulty and dis-
aster in the future. It is cowardly and unchristian;
it is not even neutral. It ought to be wholly changed.
The British official may one day see that all this sub-
servience to the Moslem and neglect of his own faith
gains him neither the respect, gratitude, nor affection
of the people, but the very reverse of all three.
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