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"...just as in some fosail,cunous end beautiful shapes of vegetable or animal life,
the graceful fern, or the finely vertebrated lizard, extinct, it may be for thousands
of years, are permanently bound up with the stone, end reued from that perishing
which would have otherwise been theirs, so in words are beautiful thoughts end
images, the imaginationand feeling of past ages, of men whose very names have
perished, preserved end made sole forever. (Cited in MS. Terry, Biblical
Hermeneutics (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1961 reprint], pp. 73-74.)
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The problem here is the assumption that words are used by people who know and
in/sari the original meaning ofthe word. But actually, people use words according
to their present signification--at least if they wish to be understood. The history
ofthe word therefore is seldom a crucial issue in determining authorial intent.
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Qualification: the problem of Ip/e iaei (or lack of context).
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2) Illegitimate totality transfer--a word denotes in each given instance the sum of
its values found in other contexts.
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3) Prescriptive fallacy: avord has one (and only one) primary denotation. A\MO.Of
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4) Word- Ides fallacy: a word is a sufficient carrier ofa particular idea or concept.
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c. Approaches

1) Diachronic (through time') " ,
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